
In s t it u t io n a l Racis m
A Closer Look: How Race and Class Contribute to 
Inequalities on Long Island, Then and Now



His t or ica l Fact or s

“ Those em powered, either not 
being a wa re tha t th is is a n  issue or 

being a wa re a nd not ca ring tha t 
th is is a n  issue. And if they’re not 
a ffected then  it doesn ’t h it hom e 

a nd I th ink th is spea ks to the whole 
issue of power a nd privilege... a nd 

a ren ’t rea lly a wa re of the 
com plexities of the issues tha t 
crea te power a nd privilege.”

Son ia  - White Professor

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e68CoE70Mk8


Overview of 
Resea rch  
Qu es t ion s

● Living and working on Long 

Island 

● Experiences of equity and 

inequities 

● Experience of segregation 

● Key players

● Should wealthier communities 

help to uplift communities with 

limited resources 

● Overcoming 

challenges/solutions



Par t icip an t s  

Ex: director of social justice…

J ob title

● Camilla  – Latina High School Educator
● Bryan – White His torian and Profes s or
● Ruby – Black Director of Advocacy Agency
● Donna – Black Director of Advocacy Agency
● Alys s a – Mixed Race Education Organizer
● Tonia – Black Director
● Tara – White Organizer and Activis t
● Amelia  – White Organizer and Activis t
● Is abella  – Black Activis t and Author
● Tiffany – Chines e Program Coordinator

● Alexa – Latina Educator and Organizer
● Michael – White Profes s or
● Sonia – White Profes s or
● Dee – Haitian Agency Director
● Ericka – White Director and Activis t
● Deidre – White Director and Activis t
● Dolores  – Black Educator
● Ruth – White Organizer and Activis t
● Ros alyn – Black Director and Activis t
● Ros a – White His torian and Director



Recu r r in g  
Th em es  Am on g 

In t erviewees

● Historical racism 
● Inequities in housing
● Segregation
● Governance
● Solutions

Segregation- history, video, or graph, stats and quotes



Racism  Defin ed
● According to Beverly Tatum (2018), author of Readings for Diversity 

and Social Justice, racism is defined as a system of advantage based 
on race.  A system which involves institutions and those institutional 
policies, practices, beliefs and actions of individual people.  

● This is not a new issue.

● Exclusion was built in the foundation of Long Island.

● The research compiled from our study shows Long Island continues to 
have severe issues with institutional racism. 



Slavery on  
Lon g Is lan d

“ We a re trying to solve ra cism  without ever 
a cknowledging tha t sla very ha ppened here.  We ca n ’t 
do tha t.  It’s not going to work.  We ha ve to ingest the 
in form a tion  a bout wha t a ctua lly ha ppened here a nd 

not a lwa ys m a ke it som eth ing tha t ha ppens 
som ewhere else.”

Rosa  - White Historia n  a nd Educa tion  Director

● 1620 to 1827
● Larges t s lave s ta te in the North 
● 1770 = 19,000 ens laved people
● African American people
● Accommodate people of 

influence
● Tom Gall and J upiter Hammon



How d id  we get  
h er e?

● Planned communities
● Garden City 
● Levittown
● Covenants
● FHA loans  
● Blockbus ting
● Subs tandard hous ing 

“ Levitt sa id, experience ha s shown  tha t if 
I sell to non - white fa m ilies, 90% of White 

people will not invest in  the com m un ity 
a nd buy a  hom e.”

Brya n - White  Historia n  a nd Professor



Dr . Van  Wie: A 
His t or ian ’s  View

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAFhSsRXYx0dLsswJVrkkyu19QHbKZJ2/view


Hou s in g
“ When  we fina lly did buy a  house, we 
bough t a  two fa m ily beca use it wa s so 

expensive. We wa n ted to ha ve tha t ren ta l 
incom e. So for a  short period of tim e we 
lived in  the en tire house. And now we're 

ba ck to ren ting ha lf a nd living in  ha lf, 
beca use m y kids a re older now a nd they 

don 't live a t hom e. So I've a lwa ys lived in  
n ice towns, I though t they were n ice towns. 

And a  lot of the tim e I lived in  the Oyster Ba y 
in  Oyster Ba y Villa ge.”

Rosa , Wh it e   His t or ian  an d  Dir ect or

“ Buying a  house wa s not a  difficult tim e.”

Er icka , Wh it e  Dir ect or  an d  Act ivis t



Hou s in g
“ He wa s very swift a bout the wa y in  
which  he showed m e the hom es a nd 
ta lked a bout it. He downed the ones tha t 
were on  the border a nd I didn 't know a t 
the tim e beca use I didn 't know tha t 
m uch  a bout the com m unity. I didn 't 
know tha t there wa s a nother 
com m unity, Ga rden  City a s com pa red to 
Hem pstea d.”

Isabella - Black Act ivis t  an d  Au t h or

“ When  he ca lled with  h is Am erica n , 
Long Isla nd a ccen t the property wa s still 
a va ila ble. So, it ha ppened a bout 3 or 4  
tim es. When  I ca lled with  m y a ccen t, we 
were den ied to see the property.”  

Cam illa - La t in a  High  Sch ool Edu ca t or



Population of Black residents on Long Island in 2017

Population of Black res idents  on Long Is land in 1970 

“ In  the deed, it prohibited owners not 
on ly from  buying, if you ha ppen  to be a n  
Africa n  Am erica n  who wa s a  Tuskegee 
Airm en , or ha d served in  the wa r, the 
second World Wa r. They could not buy 
there, nor could a n  owner sell to 
som ebody who wa s not Ca uca sia n .”

Ru t h - Wh it e  Organ izer  an d  Act ivis t

“ I rea lly did not th ink it wa s possible… I 
wa s fa m ilia r w ith  it. But I never thought 
tha t segrega tion  could be so bla ta n t.”                                        

Cam ila - La t in a  High  Sch ool Edu ca t or

Dem ograp h ics : Lon g Is lan d  His tor ic Cen su s

Segrega t ion

http://historiccensus.longislandindexmaps.org


Segr ega t ion

“ I just know tha t in  th is very 
vicin ity, the dem ogra phics 

ha ve cha nged considera bly. 
Certa in ly a  lot m ore La tinos 

in  the region .”

Mich ael- Wh it e  Pr ofessor

Population of Latinx residents on Long Island in 1970 

Population of Latinx res idents  on Long Is land in 2017 



“ Well, you know, we ha ve 
described it [segrega tion ] in  term s 
of housing. We've a lso ha d it in  the 
schools. Which  is not surprising 
since schools a re so dependen t on  
being fed by the neighborhoods 
a nd the neighborhood schools 
ha ve pra ctica lly been  tota lly 
segrega ted on  Long Isla nd.”

Ru t h - Wh it e  Organ izer  an d  Act ivis t

Lon g Is lan d  Sch ools



Lon g Is lan d  Sch ools

“ On  a  wh ole (n on p rofit  
organ iza t ion ) h as  cr ea t ed  
p olicy p r ior it ies  t o  address  
segrega t ion . So we kn ow it ' s  an  
is su e, we' r e  n ot  p rou d  of t h e 
fact  t h a t  we' r e  s t ill on e of t h e 
t op  t en  m os t  segrega t ed  
m et rop olit an  a r eas  in  t h e 
cou n t ry.”

Alyssa  - Mixed  Race Edu ca t ion             
Organ izer



Gover n an ce ● Strong local governance
● The organizational culture 

(This  is  MY town)
● Incorporated villages  s tifle 

growth
● Ris ing cos ts

“ Well, noth ing begin s with  governm en t. 
It begin s with  will, individua l a nd 
com m una l w ill…to wa n t to solve the 
problem s, you know, collectively. And, 
but everyth ing, you know, it 's not just 
governm en t. From  m y perspective, 
obviously, it 's the business com m un ity. 
It 's, the lea dersh ip.”  

Micha el- White Professor 

“Beca use we a re so segrega ted, the politicia n  
in  Upper Brookville ha s no idea  a bout wha t 

life is like in  Roosevelt.”

Donna - Bla ck Director of Advoca cy Agency 



Solu t ion s  for  a  
Mor e Equ it able  

Fu t u r e

"beca use it  gives those the 
understa nding, the less fortuna te or 

disen fra nch ised com m unities, hope.”  

Ton ia  - Bla ck Museum  Director

Empathy (Or Just the Reality)
“ Whether som ebody’s rich  or som ebody’s poor, if you live in  the 

North  a nd I live in  the South , it’s still Long Isla nd…. We a re 
connected. When  there wa s Hurrica ne Sa ndy, it didn ’t choose 
certa in  houses!”

Dee - Haitian Agency Director

“ Ma ny young people don’t ha ve the opportun ity to be ta ught a nd 
the privilege to be ta ught by som eone differen t from  them  a nd 
tha t’s a  crim e to m e.  Wha t kind of idea s do you sta rt form ing a nd 
believing a bout groups tha t do not look like you? I don’t live 
a round them . Nobody com es to m y com m unity tha t looks like 
them  un less they a re wa shing dishes, being busboys, cooking, 
clea n ing m y house. So wha t do I sta rt th inking a bout these 
groups.”

Alexa - La tina  Educa tor, Presiden t of Agency a nd Orga n izer



Advocacy
&

In volvem en t
“People ha ve been  told a  story, which  fits the 
na rra tive.  I don’t know how you ca n  go to 

church  on  Sunda y a nd  just be like  those a re 
com pletely sepa ra te com pa rtm en ta lized 

th ings a nd I ha ve no responsibility to 
syn thesize a ny of tha t in  m y life.”

Tara - White Organizer and Activist

● Recognize inequities 
● Creators (Key players)
● Organizers against injustice
● White advocacy (Allies)
● Education

“ This com m ittee is not getting a nywhere a nd we 
need to do som eth ing. So I took a  course a nd a s a  

result of tha t, one of the th ings they a sk a t the end 
of the course wa s, wha t a re you going to do with  

th is in form a tion?”

Ericka - White Director of Agency a nd Activist



Now t h a t  we kn ow h ow we got  h er e….

● Organizing around 
actionable items  

● Multifaceted action
● Trained organizers
● Cultural proficiency 

tra ining
● Divers ity cours es

“ I th ink we ha ven ’t seen  the m ost sign ifica n t 
h istorica l th ing tha t’s going to im pa ct ra ce. To 
figure out a  level pla ying field, to ha ve tha t 
conversa tion  a nd I th ink we found it beca use 
we’ve iden tified how m uch  ra cia l inequa lity costs 
the region… So it wa s 24  billion  dolla rs.”

Ruby - Bla ck Director of Advoca cy Agency

“  We  ha ve a  lot of those tha t ca re beh ind the 
scenes but they ca n ’t do a nyth ing in  public.”

Rosa lyn  - Bla ck Director of Advoca cy Agency  
a nd Activist
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