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Keynote Speaker,
Nassau County Executive
Laura Curran

The annual Earth Day meeting of the
Long Island Clean Energy Leadership
Task Force took place on April 20,
2018 at Molloy College Suffolk Center
in Farmingdale-and featured as
keynote speaker, Nassau County
Executive Laura Curran. Molloy College
Vice-President of Advancement, Edward
Thompson, welcomed attendees and
spoke of Molloy's campuses and programs, and the college's commitment to
both education and advocacy - stressing a responsibility to base decision
making on facts.
Sustainability Institute executive director, Neal Lewis then opened the meeting with a brief overview of the history
of the Clean Energy Leadership Task
Force, outlining the consistency in
which the task force has been conven-

ing people since 2004 (three to four
times a year) and highlighting its
accomplishments - Producing a white
paper on home energy codes that lead
to 9 towns adopting new energy construction codes, including Brookhaven
and Southampton which now have
among the strongest Energy Codes in
the country. Helping to bringing about
a Unified Solar Permit for Long Island
towns (and eventually most of NY
State), reducing costs and delays associated with residential solar projects.

Neal went on to put that local success into a global perspective by discussing that global climate change is
not just a theory, and that the greenhouse gas effect was identified more
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'' Nassau County is committed to making it
worthwhile for businesses to do the right
thing on energy efficiency. ''
- Laura Curran
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than 150 years ago. He delineated
present-day evidence of multi-year
droughts precipitating the war in
Syria, and how ocean currents are
changing rapidly.
Neal added that while leadership on
a national level was equally frustrating as it is reckless in going in the
wrong direction on climate change,
he drew on a positive reported in the
New York Times that because of the
current administration's aggressiveness on repealing climate change
mitigation measures, many of these
actions may be blocked because they
did not adhere to proceduaral rules.
Neal went further to note that leadership could be found on a state and
local level, and that leadership
should be recognized and supported.
Highlighting that New York State has
set real goals, begun to implement
programs to reach these goals, and
that we need to move forward
despite the federal government's
recent positions.
He concluded with the very local
success of the Long Island Green
Homes initiative- a non-profit collaborative partnership of Long Island
Towns, community groups and
Molloy College funded primarily
with an outreach grant awarded by
the New York State Energy Research
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) in order to help Long Islanders
improve their homes and use energy
more wisely. Neal detailed the history of the program, with its origin in
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Neal Lewis welcomes the County Executive to the podium.

'' In 3-years, the Ll Green Homes outreach efforts
helped generate more than 1,000 energy audits,
$5.5 miLLion in renovations, and are saving $500,000
annually on residential energy bills. ' '
- Neal Lewis
the town of Babylon, its administration
by the Community Development
Corporation for a few years, and the
most recent iteration being administered by the Sustainability Institute
since 2015. "In all, over the last 3
years, the program has generated more
than 1,000 home energy audits, $5.5
million in energy efficient renovations,
and saving over $500,000 on energy
bills every year," Neal added. For more
information, or to arrange for a free
home energy audit can found here:

www.longislandgreenhomes.org.
Nassau County Executive, laura
Curran, our Keynote Speaker, began
her presentation by wishing attendees a
Happy Earth Day and sharing her experiences with environmental awareness
and activism. She then delineated a
number of the local efforts that have
motivated her since her days as a legislator, and which highlighted the importance for action on climate changenot just for the environment, but for the
benefit of the local economy as well.
Those efforts included the prospect of
wind energy components being built
on Long Island, her introduction to the
Long Island Green Homes initiative
plus the savings she realized by participating herself, the success of Suffolk
County's plastic bag ban, and embrac-

ing the vision for similar legislation in
Nassau. Curran was encouraged by the
coming together of elected officials,
business leaders, environmental
activists, clean energy companies, and
labor for the advancement of a clean
energy economy.
The County Executive went on to
emphasize that in her time in office
she's endeavored for Nassau to lead by
example, and updated attendees on just
what is happening on the county level.
Curran underscored the now fully operational 2MW, ten-acre solar farm at
Cedar Creek Park that is feeding energy
directly into the grid and on track to
generate $2 million dollars for the
county over the term of the lease. The
county was also engaging young people by hosting school tours of the facility, and paraphrased environmentalist
Wendell Berry in saying "We don't
inherit the Earth from our ancestors, we
borrow it from our kids".
The county's efforts a Cedar Creek also
include the country's largest municipal
and business water saving collaboration
by having its sewage treatment facility
operated by a company committed to
preserve nearly 1 million gallons of
water a day by using treated water for
industrial use instead of drawing water
from Long Island's dwindling aquifers.

The county is also considering the
development of a mobility study that
will provide in depth analysis for electric vehicle expansion and the necessary infrastructure to sustain it.
Going forward, Curran concluded, the

energy, and offered a fitting Theodore
Roosevelt quote as he thanked Neal
Lewis for his leadership, "Credit
belongs to those who are actually in
the arena ... not those timid souls who
know neither victory or defeat". Later

today there are 23,000 hybrid and fully
battery powered electric vehicles registered in NY State, including 7500 right
here on Long Island. And the growth
rate is only accelerating. He noted the
state's Charge NY initiative of up to a
$2000 tax credit, the $7500 tax credit
from the Federal Government, and the
local tax reimbursement of $5000 for
this increase in electric vehicle ownership.
Reason number three, he continued charging stations. More than 200,000
charging stations now exist worldwide,
250 of those charging points being on
Long Island. This fact, Tito illustrated
was poised to break the transportation
sector's rei iance on fossi I fuels, and
that that it was "only the beginning".

County Executive Curran addressing attendees

county will "continue working with
PACE", and will remain "committed to
find opportunities for energy efficiency"
and "making it worthwhile for businesses to do the right thing".

he drew laughter from attendees when
he declared, "the title of my talk is
'1 000 reasons to Act on Clean Energy',
so we've got a lot to cover, let's get
started".

The Task Force also welcomed back
Brad Tito, Program Manager for
Communities and Local Government at
NYSERDA who wished attendees a
Happy Earth Day on behalf of
Governor Cuomo and expressed his
enthusiasm for the Task Force. Noting
that prior to joining NYSERDA he had
worked at Nassau County from 2004 to
2009 and has attended every Task Force
meeting since its inception. Mr. Tito
added that the Task Force has demonstrated consistent leadership on clean

He began by outlining the many benefits of solar power, spotlighting the 86%
decrease in installation costs in the last
8 years, and the fact that the first community solar installment in Brentwood
has consumers reporting a 26% reduction in their energy costs, which he
described as a "great example of what
is possible".
His second reason - electric vehicles.
Virtually unheard of a few years ago,
but the world is rapidly changing and

Another reason to act on clean energy,
jobs creation. According to Tito, more
than 146,000 New Yorkers are currently employed in the clean energy industry, including 31,000 jobs right her in
Long Island.
Reason number five - offshore wind.
Not only an abundant, renewable,
homegrown, and low carbon source of
energy, but it will stimulate the economy and help create a new American
industry centered in New York State,
and create thousands of new jobs for
skilled workers. The State's goal is to
produce enough off shore wind by
2030 to power 1.2 million homes, and
look to spread those costs to ratepayers
across the state so that "Long Island is
not left holding the bag", Tito included .
The incredible economic development
opportunity is another reason to act on
clean energy. Brad illustrated this point
by referencing a March 2018 Gallup
poll of more than 1000 U .S. respondents who were asked if which energy
approaches they thought the United
States should follow to solve the
nation's energy crisis. 73% or respondents favored developing renewable
energy approaches like wind and solar
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power over pursuing more production

Brad concluded his presentation, by

of oil, gas, and coal supplies.

highlighting the $5000 grant awarded
for CEC designation, and gave an
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overview of the most impactful actions

dees when he joked that he'd be skip-

and how communities can participate.

ping ahead in his presentation to rea-

Furthermore, he underscored the

son number 1000. At which point he
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turned his attention to discuss New
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interested participants. He drew a final

(CEC) initiative, launched in 2016 to

round of applause from attendees when
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he thanked the many Long Island CEC
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At the time of his presentation 1000
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upgrades to buildings, Assisting properaccess low-cost, long-term financing

has a list of ten high impact actions

and develop a plan for measurement

that communities can take to save

and verification of energy savings after

money and protect the environment,

the upgrades are complete.

and by completing four of those ten
actions municipalities can earn the

Solar Energy
Recongnition

Clean Energy Community designation.
To date, 160 different communities
across the state have received this designation and reward, and 361 commu-

gy efficiency and renewable energy
ty owners identify incentive programs,

pleted around the state. The program

nities have completed at least one high
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The Town of Huntington and Suffolk
County received national recognition as

impact action. Tito noted that repre-

David Schieren, Chief Executive Officer

SoiSmart communities for their efforts
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at SUNPOWER by EmPower Solar was

to adopt policies encouraging solar
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development in the region.
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expressed concerns over the new VEDR
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system for funding solar. Citing that the

Brad went further to note that Long

system will provide much less support

Island was particularly unique with

for the solar industry overall, and

regard to CEC designation, as no other

encouraged Task Force members to stay

region of the state has every single resi-
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dent living in a designated or participating community. That breaks down to

Mark Thielking, Executive Director of

twenty-two designated communities,

Energize NY and the Energy

36 participating communities and 113

Improvement Corporation concluded

high impact actions completed on Long

the meeting by outlining his organiza-

Island alone.

tion's PACE financing program, which
helps commercial properties make ener-

(left to right) Sharon Griffith- NYSERDA,
Sara Oral- Cameron Engineering, Peggy
Sutherland -Suffolk County, Andrew Man itt
- Sustainability Institute, Lisa BroughtonSuffolk County, Terese Kinsley- Town of
Huntington, Neal Lewis- Sustainability
Institute, David Tepper- Cameron
Engineering

The Clean Energy Leadership Task Force is a project of
the Sustainability Institute at Molloy College. Our mission
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is to facilitate the exchange of information and ideas,
and work to identify regional leadership that advances
the promotion of plans, policies, and programs to reduce
our carbon footprint, cut local air pollution, save energy
and money, build a clean energy sector on Long Island,
and create green jobs.

si@molloy.edu
7180 Republic Airport Farmingdale, New York 11735

